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CM opposes NEET, seeks 
second AIIMS in Kovai
C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1

THE CM said Tamil Nadu wholeheartedly supports the 
nation’s aspirations and firmly believes that a devel-
oped India can be built only through empowered states, 
cooperative federalism, and inclusive development. He 
also added that states that have demonstrated fiscal re-
sponsibility, social progress, and population stabilisa-
tion should be recognised and adequately supported, 
and must not be disadvantaged. 

Reiterating Tamil Nadu’s opposition to NEET, the CM 
said the state should be permitted to fill all seats under 
the state quota in MBBS, BDS, and AYUSH courses 
based solely on Class XII marks. Proposing a compre-
hensive Poverty-Free Tamil Nadu Mission to identify 
vulnerable families and ensure the convergence of  all 
welfare schemes for sustainable livelihood opportuni-
ties, the CM sought financial assistance from the centre 
to realise the dream of  an affordable house for all. 

Stating that the BharatNet Phase-II 
project in the state has reached around 
97% completion, Vijay sought the cen-
tre’s support to resolve the remaining 
last-mile challenges and sustain net-
work operations to ensure connection 
for every gram panchayat. In the rail-

way sector, the CM urged the centre to sanction the fol-
lowing projects: Six-lane Chengalpattu to Tiruchy sec-
tion of  GST Road (NH-32), six-lane Tiruchy 
(Panchapur)-Jeeyapuram-Karur section (NH-81), six-
lane Karur-Coimbatore section (NH-81), elevated cor-
ridor from Madhavaram to Shozhavaram (NH-87), and 
High Speed Rail Corridor from Chennai to Kanniyaku-
mari. The CM also demanded sanctioning of  second 
AIIMS to Tamil Nadu to be built in Coimbatore, declar-
ing Thirukkural as national literature, ensuring protec-
tion to fishermen in the Palk Bay and securing the re-
lease of  jailed fishermen in Sri Lanka and Pakistan. He 
also pressed permission for employment generation 
under VB-G RAM-G for the State Government Rural 
Housing Schemes. Vijay also sought the GOI’s support 
in creating world-class start-up incubators, a venture 
capital ecosystem for deep-tech enterprises, and en-
hanced funding for applied research. The CM also met 
the PM on the sidelines of  the Niti Aayog meet.

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Kumari pastor gets 7 years of rigorous 
imprisonment for sexual assault on minor

Tirunelveli: A Special Court for Pocso Act cases on 
Thursday sentenced a 59-year-old pastor to seven years 
of rigorous imprisonment and imposed a fine of `10,000 

on him for sexually assaulting a seven-year-old girl in 
2020. The convict was S Selvaraj, a resident of 

Kanniyakumari district. According to prosecution, Selvaraj 
sexually assaulted the victim on the church premises. 

Based a complaint from girl’s mother, the Valliyoor AWPS 
arrested Selvaraj. ENS

Owner among 2 held day after blast at 
illegal cracker fuse unit at Dhalavaipuram
Virudhunagar: A day after a migrant worker was killed at 

the Dhalavaipuram cracker blast accident, police arrested 
two persons, including the owner of the dairy firm on 

Thursday. The suspects were identified as R S 
Ravichandran (60) from Rajapalayam and Marimuthu 

(45) from Sivakasi. A shed inside the unit was allegedly 
being used for manufacturing black fuse. Sparks from 
welding work triggered a massive fire, killing Savithri 

Ghosh (50), a migrant worker from Assam. ENS

Industrialists seek swift 
fix for registration delays
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Coimbatore

INDUSTRIAL associations in 
Coimbatore have urged the 
state government to address de-
lays and procedural hurdles in 
renewing registrations of  soci-
eties and industrial bodies, 
which hinder entrepreneurs 
from availing government 
grants and subsidies.

According to representatives, 
bottlenecks continue at the sub-
registrar offices. J James, coor-
dinator of  the Federation of  
Coimbatore Industrial Associa-
tions (FOCIA), pointed out the 
difficulties faced by organisa-
tions while renewing their 
registrations. 

“When we go to renew regis-
trations for industry-related as-
sociations, we encounter ongo-
ing problems. Authorities insist 
on uploading documents online 
for extending registration of  so-
cieties. After uploading, they 
ask us to submit physical copies 
in person. Even after submis-
sion, the process drags on for 
months,” he said. He pointed 

out that officials do not proac-
t i v e l y  c o m m u n i c a t e 
deficiencies. 

“If  there is any issue, they do 
not inform us. We only come to 
know when we visit in person. 
They refuse to provide informa-
tion over the phone,” he added. 
He also alleged that records of  
long-standing associations are 
often missing in the system, 
with officials citing software 
glitches. In some cases, even 
well-maintained associations 
are told they have not paid fees 
for years, causing further de-
lays,” he said. He appealed to 
the government to issue neces-
sary orders for immediate re-
newal of  registrations for asso-
ciations that have been 
functioning for many years.

When contacted, officials 
from the registration depart-
ment defended the new online 
procedure. “As per current 
guidelines, all documents for 
society renewal must be sub-
mitted fully online. Associa-
tions should properly maintain 
records of  member admissions 
and removals,” an official said.

TN Minister for 
Prohibition and 
Excise, K Vignesh, 
met with Additional 
Chief Secretary 
of the Municipal 
Administration 
and Water Supply, 
Gagandeep Singh 
Bedi, to urge the 
immediate revival 
and completion of 
the stalled Vellalore 
Integrated Bus 
Terminus project. The 
minister submitted a 
letter requesting that 
the halted project be 
restarted |  EXPRESS

The 17th Founder ’s Memorial Day of Nehru Group of Institutions was 
observed at the P K Das Memorial Hall  on the college campus on 
Tuesday, commemorating the life and contributions of the institution’s 
founder, P K Das. Chief Guest Saktha Sri  Panchalingeswara Swamigal 
of the 51 Sakthi Peedam Mahasamsthanam, P Krishnakumar, CEO and 
Secretary, Nehru Group of Institutions and others were present.

The Tamil Nadu Girls Battalion of NCC, Coimbatore, observed World 
Environment Day with a sapling plantation drive at PSG College of 
Arts & Science on June 5. Hybrid resilient saplings were provided by the 
Senior Wing NCC, TNAU. The drive was inaugurated by the youngest JW 
cadet of Presentation School and joined by cadets, ANOs and military 
staff. Cadets were made aware on afforestation and environmental 
responsibility for a greener tomorrow | Express

43-year-old tests positive for 
Nipah, Kerala on high alert
P O O J A  N A I R  @ Kozhikode

THE Kerala health department 
has stepped up surveillance 
and containment preparedness 
in Kozhikode district after the 
National Institute of  Virology 
(NIV), Pune, confirmed a Ni-
pah virus infection in a 43-year-
old man from Ramanattukara. 
This is the 11th episode of  Ni-
pah virus infection reported in 
Kerala since the outbreak was 
first detected in the state in 
2018.

The 43-year-old patient, a res-
ident of  the fifth division of  Ra-
manattukara Municipality, is 
currently undergoing treat-
ment at the Government Medi-
cal College Hospital, Kozhikode. 
He was shifted to the hospital 
after preliminary testing at the 
Medical College’s Virus Re-
search and Diagnostic Labora-
tory (VRDL) indicated Nipah 
infection, following which sam-
ples were sent to NIV Pune for 
confirmation.

Following confirmation from 
NIV Pune, health authorities 
began extensive contact trac-
ing. The district administra-
tion has identified 77 people 
who had possible exposure to 
the infected person. These con-

tacts have been categorised 
based on the level of  risk, in-
cluding highest-risk, high-risk 
and low-risk groups.

District Collector MS Madha-
vikutty said none of  the identi-
fied contacts are currently 
showing symptoms, and there-
fore there is no immediate need 
to declare a containment zone. 

The collector added that 
among the 77 contacts identi-
fied, 15 have been classified as 
priority contacts. Of  these, two 
are in the highest-risk category. 
The remaining 58 contacts are 
healthcare workers who were 

exposed while providing 
treatment.

Health Minister K. Muraleed-
haran said the present situa-
tion does not require the decla-
ration of  a containment zone in 
Ramanattukara. He said none 
of  the identified contacts have 
developed symptoms so far.

The patient has been admit-
ted to a specially arranged Ni-
pah isolation facility and re-
mains in critical condition. 
Doctors said he is on ventilator 
support and is being monitored 
continuously by a team of  
specialists.

CBI resumes 
probe in Karur 
stampede case
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Karur

AFTER a three-month break, 
the Central Bureau of  Investi-
gation (CBI) on Thursday re-
sumed its investigation into the 
circumstances that resulted in 
a stampede during Tamilaga 
Vettri Kazhagam (TVK) chief  C 
Joseph Vijay’s rally at Velu-
samypuram on September 27, 
2025 that left 41 people dead and 
more than a 100 injured.

The investigation was put on 
hold in the first week of  March 
2026, following the announce-
ment of  Assembly elections. 
However, two CBI officers, in-
cluding Inspector Manivannan, 
continued to work on the case 
over the past three months. Re-
cently, the CBI issued summons 
to police personnel who were on 
security duty during the inci-
dent. On Thursday, 10 police 
personnel, including Ven-
gamedu Inspector Syed Ali and 
Karur Town Sub-Inspector P. 
Ramesh, appeared before the 
CBI Inspector Manivannan at 
the Circuit House.

The central agency has so far 
questioned TVK leader Vijay, 
current ministers N Anand, 
Aadhav Arjuna and CTR Nir-
mal Kumar, DMK MLA V Sen-
thil Balaji, among others.

Physician billed 
for int’l roaming 
charges after 
trip to Sikkim
B A N S Y  K A L A P P A  @ Bengaluru

AN Indian physician has been 
billed for international roam-
ing charges after his mobile 
phone reportedly picked up a 
Chinese network signal during 
a brief  family visit to the Nathu 
La pass in Sikkim, sparking 
fresh concerns over border-ar-
ea telecom coverage and billing 
practices.

Dr Sundar Sankaran, who 
was holidaying in Sikkim with 
his family, said he received a 
hefty bill claiming he had used 
his phone in China, even 
though he remained well with-
in Indian territory. The inci-
dent occurred when the group 
spent only a few minutes at 
Nathu La, a high-altitude pass 
near the Line of  Actual Control 
with China.

Speaking to TNIE, Dr Sanka-
ran described the experience as 
frustrating. He later took to X, 
tagging the Telecom Regulato-
ry Authority of  India, writing: 
“Request TRAI to clarify. I was 
charged international roaming 
while being in Sikkim saying I  
travelled to China. TRAI is yet 
to clarify publicly.

A board installed at the medical college hospital prohibiting entry to the isolation 
ward after Nipah was confirmed in Kozhikode, Kerala |  VINCENT PULICKAL

A one-and-a-half-year-old girl who fell from 
her father’s two-wheeler was run over by a car 
in Melapalayam in Tirunelveli on Thursday. 
Police launched a search for the car
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