
Two policemen
killed in separate targeted attacks in 
Pak’s Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
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WASHINGTON 

US President Donald Trump 
has signaled that Vice Presi-
dent J D Vance is expected to 
attend the signing ceremony, 
which he said would take place 
in Europe as soon as this 
weekend.

According to a CNN report, 
the signing ceremony for the 
memorandum of  understand-
ing would most likely be held in 
Geneva, Switzerland, as early 
as Sunday.  Sources said Vienna 
was also being considered. 

Two sources with knowledge 
of  the diplomatic talks told the 
US network that the signing 
ceremony would be held in 
Swiss capital. One of  them said 
the signing ceremony would 
mark the start of  “phase two” 
of  diplomatic talks. 

The report said the memo is 
being called the “Islamabad 
declaration,” in recognition of  
the key role played by Pakistan 

in mediation. Switzerland, 
meanwhile, has offered to host 
the possible signing of  a peace 
agreement, the Swiss foreign 
ministry told AFP on Friday.

“Switzerland is fully en-
gaged. We are in close contact 
with the United States and 
Iran,” the ministry said in a 
brief  message sent to AFP.

The Swiss foreign ministry 
said it was playing an active 
role “to support efforts toward 
a Memorandum of  Understand-

ing intended to consolidate the 
truce and pave the way for de-
escalation in the context of  the 
conflict between Iran and the 
USA”. 

A senior official in President 
Trump’s administration said 
on Friday that the US was “80 
to 85 percent” confident of  ink-
ing an accord with Tehran to 
end the war in the coming days. 
President Trump has repeat-
edly declared Iran and the US 
are on the verge of  agreeing on 
a deal to end the war, but a lita-
ny of  sticking points has de-
layed finalising an accord and 
will complicate its implementa-
tion, analysts say.

Trump on Thursday with-
drew a threat of  renewed 
strikes on Iran and said a deal 
could be signed in the coming 
days, only for the Islamic Re-
public’s foreign ministry to re-
spond by saying it “has not 
reached a final conclusion on 
the agreement”. Agencies

DUBAI

IRAN’S stranglehold on the 
Strait of  Hormuz may be eas-
ing — and its own oil problems 
now seem to be mounting. The 
crucial strait at the mouth of  
the Persian Gulf, through which 
a fifth of  the world’s oil and nat-
ural gas supplies once passed, 
has been effectively shut by 
Iran’s attacks on shipping since 
the start  of  the war in 
February. 

Even with much of  its navy 
sunk, just Iran’s threat to attack 
made shippers and insurers 
hesitant to send vessels through 
the strait. The resulting energy 
crunch has fueled global infla-
tion, including in the US. Ana-
lysts say more oil from Gulf  
Arab states appears to be get-
ting out to market.  AP

Tehran’s grip over 
Strait of Hormuz 
loosening

Potential US-Iran deal likely   
to be signed in Geneva: Report 
Don says signing ceremony as soon as this weekend, Vance to attend

A person stands in shallow water as 
cargo and commercial vessels are 
anchored  in the Strait of Hormuz off 
Bandar Abbas, Iran |  AFP

KYIV

UKRAINE recaptured more 
territory than it lost to Russian 
forces in May for the second 
straight month, an analysis of  
data from the Institute for the 
Study of  War (ISW) showed.

Ukraine’s army gained a net 
282 square kilometres over the 
month, according to the analy-
sis, as Kyiv hails its improving 
fortunes on the sprawling bat-
tlefield across the south and 
east of  the country.

The pace of  Russia’s advance 
has been slowing since late 
2025, hobbled by the increasing 
effectiveness of  Ukraine’s 
frontline and mid-range drone 
strikes, the ISW said.

Moscow had lost control of  
around 120 square kilometres 
in April, the first month in 
which its forces gave up more 
ground than they captured for 
two and a half  years.

However, Russian soldiers 
are still infiltrated in most of  
the areas where Ukraine has 
retaken territory, the ISW said. 
The Russian army regularly 
sends small groups of  soldiers 
to take up positions along parts 
of  the front line and hide there 

-- a tactic designed to pave the 
way for larger groups of  troops 
to advance later. Ukraine’s 
gains in April and May -- around 
403 square kilometres in total 
-- remain marginal, represent-
ing around 0.4 percent of  the 
total territory held by Russia.

But they nevertheless point 
to a positive trend for Kyiv, 
which has touted itself  as hav-
ing recently gained the upper 
hand in the four-year conflict.

“Ukraine’s successful mid-
range and frontline drone 
strike campaigns are limiting 
Russia’s ability to transport 
personnel to the frontline and 
to supply and sustain frontline 
positions,” the ISW reported 
last week.

Ukraine reclaimed more 
land in May than it lost 

Ukrainian soldiers practise military 
skills at a training ground near the 
frontline in the Zaporizhzhia region, 
Ukraine on Friday |  AP

HERAT

AFGHANS scrapped protest 
plans in Herat on Friday as 
heavily armed security forces 
were deployed in the city, after 
an earlier rally against tighten-
ing restrictions on women was 
violently dispersed.

An AFP journalist saw mili-
tary vehicles stationed around 
the city and patrolling the area 
where a demonstration had 
been cal led  for  F riday 
afternoon.

“People gave up on the dem-
onstration today to prevent 
more bloodshed,” said a 34-
year-old teacher, who along 
with other residents AFP is not 
naming for safety reasons.

The deployment followed a 
crackdown launched by the 
morality police on Saturday, 
during which dozens of  wom-
en were arrested for not wear-
ing the body-cloaking chador 
or burqa.

At least two people were 
killed and more than 20 wound-
ed in a protest held by resi-
dents days later, a group of  UN 
experts said. 

Afghans scrap 
protest plans 
amid fears of 
crackdown 

TAYLOR SWIFTLY ENTERS 
HALL OF FAME

Taylor Swift on Thursday became the youngest woman ever inducted into the 
prestigious Songwriters Hall of Fame, another milestone in the 36-year-old 

US pop star’s record-breaking career

20-year wait 
Artists become eligible for the 
Hall of Fame 20 years after the 
release of their first commercial 
track. For Swift, that was Tim 
McGraw, released in June 2006

The female record was 
previously held by Carole Bayer 
Sager, who was 43 when she 
joined in 1987. Stevie Wonder 
remains the youngest person 

ever admitted, at age 32 in 
1983

Also inducted on Thursday 
were Gene Simmons and 
Paul Stanley of KISS, the 

band behind hits such 
as Rock and Roll All 

Nite and Detroit 
Rock City

RECORDS GALORE 

Taylor Swift has recorded 12 
albums spanning country, 

pop, and folk, earning her 14 
Grammy Awards in the US, 

including four Album of the 
Year trophies—a record. 

Estimates put her 
worldwide sales at more 
than 250 million album-

equivalents. Her most 
recent tour in 2023 and 

2024, titled The Eras 
Tour, brought in a 

record sum of around 
two billion dollars, 

reports said

TAYLOR SWIFT 

US to slash jets, warships to 
NATO in Europe: Report
NEW YORK 

THE United States plans to slash the 
number of  fighter jets and warships it 
provides to NATO in Europe, the New 
York Times reported on Thursday.

The reported cutbacks come as Euro-
pean nations race to bolster their defense 
capacities since Russia’s full-scale inva-
sion of  Ukraine in 2022 sparked fears that 
Moscow could attack a NATO country.

US President Donald Trump has called 
the alliance a “paper tiger” and its mem-
bers “cowards” in frustration that they 
have not joined the US-Israeli war against 
Iran.

Washington plans to reduce the number 
of  fighter jets it supplies to Europe by one 
third, cut all eight aerial refueling tank-
ers and reduce maritime reconnaissance 
aircraft, the New York Times reported, cit-

ing two unidentified senior European 
officials.

Other assets to be reallocated include a 
missile-launching submarine, an aircraft 
carrier, a group of  bomber aircraft and 
several jets and warships.

The US European Command said this 
month that it would reassess Washing-
ton’s contributions to NATO to “ensure 
Europe takes primary responsibility for 
its own conventional defence.”

The 32-member NATO bloc was found-
ed in 1949 and its collective security is 
based on the principle that if  one member 
is attacked, the entire alliance comes to 
its defense. 

US Secretary of  State Marco Rubio said 
last week that Trump will attend a NATO 
summit in Turkey in July. Rubio de-
scribed it as “probably the most impor-
tant meeting in NATO’s history.  AFP

ISLAMABAD

PAKISTAN on Friday hiked its defence spend-
ing by 17.6 per cent to PKRs 3,000 billion, 
marking a significant increase from last year. 
Last year, the government allocated PKRs 2550 
billion for defence, which was 20 per cent 
higher than the previous year. “The govern-
ment has made a significant increase in the 
defence budget,” Minister for Finance and 
Revenue Muhammad Aurangzeb said while 
presenting the budget 2026-27 before the Na-
tional Assembly.

Aurangzeb said that the total federal budget 
is estimated at PKRs 18,771 billion and the 
“GDP growth target is 4 per cent”.

Among the key expenses, the federal gov-
ernment will spend PKRs 8,054 billion on debt 
service and interest payments. Another PKRs 
1169 billion has been allocated for pension ex-
penditure and PKRs 1091 billion for subsidies. 
The size of  the federal government Public Sec-
tor Development Program (PSDP) has been set 
at PKRs 1,000 billion for the next fiscal year.

Among the income, the Federal Board of  
Revenue (FBR) has set a tax collection target 
of  PKRs 15,264 billion, while the government 
expects to generate PKRs 5,336 billion in non-
tax revenue.  PTI

Pak hikes its defence 
spending by 17.6%

LONDON

BRITISH artist David Hockney’s paint-
ings captured the world in brilliant col-
our, from carefree 1960s California to the 
bucolic landscapes of  his native 
Yorkshire.

Hockney, who died Thurs-
day aged 88, always retained 
his Yorkshire burr and a de-
termined liking for fish and 
chips and cigarettes as he 
grew to be “perhaps the most 
popular and versatile Brit-
ish artist of  the 20th centu-
ry”, in the words of  Britain’s 
Tate gallery.

His agent Erica Bolton described Hock-
ney as “one of  the most important figures 
in contemporary art in both the 20th and 
21st centuries,” adding he had “passed 

away peacefully at home” in London on 
Thursday a month before his 89th birth-
day. He leaves behind a huge body of  
works.

In 2018, his iconic swimming pool pic-
ture, “Portrait of  an Artist (Pool with 

Two Figures)” sold for $90.3 
million in New York, setting 
a new auction record for a liv-
ing artist. He was unseated by 
Jeff  Koons’s “Rabbit” a year 
later. Born in 1937 to working-
class parents in the northern 
English town of  Bradford, 
Hockney went against the 
conventions of  post-war Brit-

ain, realising at an early age that he was 
gay and that he wanted to be an artist. 
Works such as “We Two Boys Together 
Clinging” boldly referenced same-sex re-
lations at a time when they were taboo.

David Hockney, a contemporary master 
of brilliant, bold colours, no more
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