
2.4 million
refugees will need resettlement next year, the 
UN said, despite shrinking resettlement spots
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EVIAN-LES-BAINS

G7 leaders agreed on Tuesday 
to intensify pressure on Russia 
to end more than four years of  
war against Ukraine, with US 
President Donald Trump say-
ing Moscow should “make a 
deal”. Ukrainian President Vo-
lodymyr Zelenskyy joined the 
summit at the French resort of  
Evian-les-Bains, with Ukraine 
seen as holding up well on the 
battlefield but its cities still the 
target of  deadly Russian at-
tacks in a conflict that has now 
lasted longer than World War 
I.

The summit of  the G7 group 
of  world powers notably 
brought Zelensky face-to-face 
with Trump, who has sought to 
reach out to Russian President 
Vladimir Putin but also showed 
signs of  losing patience with 

Moscow. “Leaders decided to-
day to increase the pressure on 
Russia through sanctions on 
gas and oil,” a French diplomat-
ic source said after the talks.

The leaders also agreed there 
“is a dynamic on the ground that 
benefits Ukraine”, added the 
source, who asked not to be 
named. Host President Em-
manuel Macron has invited Zel-
enskyy to stay until the end of  
the three-day summit on 
Wednesday so that he can meet 
Trump and the other G7 leaders. 
European leaders will be keen to 
remind Trump of  the impor-
tance of  pushing Russia to ac-
cept peace on Ukraine’s terms.

“Russia should make a deal” 
to end the war against Ukraine, 
Trump said after meeting Zel-
enskyy. He pointed to the high 
casualties on both sides in the 
conflict. AFP

EVIAN-LES-BAINS

The United States could soon 
reimpose sanctions on Russian 
oil shipments after Donald 
Trump and fellow leaders at 
the Group of  Seven summit of  
major industrialised democra-
cies moved on Tuesday to put 
the war in Ukraine back on top 
of  their agenda.

The Iran conflict has in recent 
weeks overshadowed Ukraine, 
but following his announcement 
of  an agreement to end the 3 1/2-
month-old conflict in the Gulf, 
Trump said he now wants to fo-
cus on Ukraine. Trump said 
Iran will soon be “back in the 
rearview mirror.” 

Asked if  he would reinsti-
tute sanctions on Russia that 
were eased to help lower oil 
prices, Trump said the restric-
tions can go back in place as 
more oil moves through the 
Strait of  Hormuz. “Soon we’ll 
be able to do that because the 
oil is now flowing,” Trump 
told reporters. “We’re in a po-
sition to do that soon.”

The US in March temporarily 
eased some sanctions on some 
Russian oil shipments as crude 
prices sharply increased. The 
waiver has been extended as the 
war in the Gulf  stretched  
on.   AP

Trump signals 
to reimpose 
sanctions on 
Russian oil

With Trump call for a deal, 
G7 turns the heat on Russia
Ukraine back in focus as war with Russia stretches beyond World War I

US Secretary of State Marco Rubio, Ukrainian Defence Minister Rustem Umerov, 
Ukraine’s President Volodymyr Zelenskyy and US President Donald Trump talking on 
the sidelines of the G7 summit, in Evian, eastern France |  AFP

HARARE

A freight train struck a 
bus at a level crossing in 
Zimbabwe on Tuesday, 
killing at least nine people 
including two children, 
police and rail authorities 
said. The crash occurred 
at a railway crossing in 
Triangle, a sugar-produc-
ing town in the country’s 
s o u t h ,  a c c o rd i n g  t o 
police.

National Railways of  
Zimbabwe spokesperson 
Andrew Kanambura said 
in a statement the bus 
driver failed to stop and 
check for oncoming trains 
before crossing the tracks, 
violating railway safety 
regulations. He said at 
least 25 others were hurt 
and taken to the hospital.

Photos posted by local 
media showed the bus 
crumpled beside the rail-
way tracks with part of  its 
side sheered off. Twisted 
fragments of  metal and 
shattered debris were 
strewn on the ground. The 
crash happened less than a 
week after a minibus carry-
ing schoolchildren caught 
fire in central Zimbabwe, 
killing seven. Last month, 
10 people were killed in a 
collision between a bus and 
a haulage truck. 

Road crashes are com-
mon in Zimbabwe, where a 
traffic accident occurs eve-
ry 15 minutes and an aver-
age of  five people are killed 
and 38 injured each day, ac-
cording to the country’s 
road safety agency. Author-
ities say human error ac-
counts for 94% of  road ac-
cidents in the southern 
African nation. 

Africa has the world’s 
highest road traffic fatality 
rate despite accounting for 
just 3% of  the global vehi-
cle population, according 
to the UN Economic Com-
m i s s i o n  f o r  A f r i c a ,  
with public transport often 
i n v o l v e d  i n  m a j o r  
crashes. AFP

9 die as train 
rams bus at 
level crossing 
in Zimbabwe

LONDON

The UK on Tuesday announced 
a new set of  sanctions target-
ing Russia’s shadow fleet oil 
tankers, a day after an Indian 
captain was charged with al-
leged Western sanctions breach 
aboard a vessel. Ajay Pant, 38, 
was arrested by the National 
Crime Agency during a joint 
operation with British armed 
forces to intercept a Russian 
shadow fleet oil tanker in the 
English Channel.

“The Crown Prosecution 
Service has decided to prose-
cute Ajay Pant for breaching 
Russian sanctions following a 
National Crime Agency inves-
tigation and the seizure of  the 
shadow oil tanker, MV Smyr-
tos, travelling through the Eng-
lish Channel over the last week-
end,” said Chief  Crown 
Prosecutor Joanne Jakymec.

Meanwhile, the UK govern-
ment said the latest sanctions 
would further crack down on 
Russia’s “decrepit and ageing 
shadow fleet”, targeting more 
than 20 oil tankers. “These 
sanctions target the vessels, the 
money and the actors propping 
up Russia’s war economy, and 
in turn, threatening European 
security,” British Prime Minis-
ter Keir Starmer said.

Probes warship incident
The British military is investi-
gating a report that a Russian 
warship fired warning shots at 
a civilian UK-registered yacht in 
the English Channel. British 
media reported that the Russian 
vessel is the frigate Admiral 
Grigorovich. 
The incident came two days af-
ter British commandos seized a 
tanker linked to Russia’s “shad-
ow fleet”.  AP/PTI

UK hits Russia’s shadow 
fleet with new sanctions 
after oil tanker seizure

FILE: Royal Marine Commandos detain sanctioned tanker, the Smyrtos, in the 
English Channel |  AP

LOS ANGELES

A B-52 bomber crashed shortly 
after takeoff  at a U.S. Air Force 
base in Southern California’s 
Mojave Desert and burst into 
flames Monday, killing all eight 
people aboard, military officials 
said.

Aerial footage showed virtually 
nothing left of  the aircraft that 
went down around 11:20 a.m. dur-
ing a routine test mission at Ed-
wards Air Force Base, which is 
north of  Los Angeles. Black smoke 
rose from a large swath of  charred 
desert near the runway on the 
base, with emergency vehicles 
nearby.

Those on the B-52 included gov-
ernment contractors and uni-
formed military. Aircraft manu-
facturer Boeing confir med 
Monday evening that two of  its 
employees were on board. After 
reviewing footage of  the crash, it 
was determined that no one could 
have survived, Col. James Hayes, 
the deputy commander for the 412 
test wing at Edwards, said at a 
news conference. “We lost eight 
great Americans,” Hayes said, 
adding that officials were working 
to notify their families.

It was not immediately clear 
what caused the crash, and it 
could take up to six months to 
complete an investigation, Hayes 
said, but shared that the B-52 was 
supporting the “radar moderniza-
tion program.”

The Boeing B-52 Stratofortress 
is a long-range bomber that en-
tered service in 1955. Designed to 
carry both conventional and nu-
clear weapons, it has been used in 
conflicts involving the U.S. mili-
tary from Vietnam to Iran. AP

8 killed as US 
B-52 bomber 
crashes after 
takeoff

          Government of India 
       Department of Atomic Energy 
          Heavy Water Plant, Tuticorin

       Notice Inviting e-tender
For and on behalf of President of India, General Manager, Heavy Water Plant (Tuticorin) 
invites Online tender through e-tendering mode in two bid system,for work execution at 
“HWP (Tuticorin), Tamil Nadu State- 628007” for the following work:
1. NIT. No.: HWPT/MECH/2026/1108, Name of the work: Supply and application of Cold 
insulation on pipe lines at HWP (Tuticorin),Estimated Cost:.Rs.1,34,00,000/-(Inclusive of 
GST), Earnest Money: Rs.2,68,000/-, period of completion: 03 months (Threecalendar 
months), Date of online availability of E-tender for view and download: From 10/06/2026 
(09:00Hrs) to 24/06/2026 (18:55Hrs), Last date & time for online submission of bid: 
18:55 Hrs of 24/06/2026; The bid forms and other details can be obtained from the  
website http://eprocure.gov.in Detailed NIT can be viewed at http://www.hwb.gov.in

Sd/-
R.Subramaniam

General Manager, HWP,Tuticorin
For & On behalf of the President of India


