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Two held for keeping aluminium ladder on railway track
Coimbatore: Two persons were arrested by the RPF for allegedly placing an 
aluminium ladder on the railway track between Coimbatore North and 
Peelamedu railway stations to break it into pieces using an oncoming train, so 
they could sell it as scrap. The incident occurred on May 9 afternoon, when the 
suspects — Nagaraj (35) of Veera Keralam and Kandasamy (45) of Karamadai 
— kept the ladder on the tracks and an express train ran over it, breaking it into 
pieces. The train, which was immediately halted, resumed after the pieces were 
cleared from the track. On May 10, the RPF Coimbatore team, along with the 
Crime Intelligence Branch, detained the suspects, who were subsequently 
booked under the Railways Act and arrested. ENS

Shut down FL2 licensed 
bars: Association to govt

We have no intention to split AIADMK: Velumani

C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1

THE Tamil Nadu Liquor Retail 
Vending (in Shops and Bars) 
Rules, 2003, had so far mandated 
the closure of  liquor shops situ-
ated within 50m (in urban are-
as) and 100m (in rural areas) 
from educational institutions 
and places of  worship. The or-
der now extends the restriction 
limit to 500m. Officials added 
that staff  in the closed outlets 
will be accommodated in the 
remaining functioning ones.

TN Tasmac Workers Associa-
tion general secretary T Dha-
nasekar urged the government 
to also identify and shut FL2 li-
censed bars and recreation 
clubs functioning within 500m 
of  educational institutions, 
places of  worship and bus de-
pots. “The government an-
nouncement has not mentioned 
FL2 licensed bars. If  such bars 
are also closed, the objective of  
the government’s move will be 
fully achieved. There are 1,497 
FL2 licensed holders across the 
state” he added.

C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1

MLAs S P Velumani and G 
Hari have been elected as the 
leader and deputy leader of  
the legislature party. 
 “We have no intention to 
split the AIADMK. We are only 
concerned about the party,” 
Velumani said.

Countering this, on behalf  
of  the MLAs supporting EPS, 
MLA and former minister O S 
Manian said they had letters 
of  all 47 AIADMK MLAs de-
claring support to Palaniswa-
mi as the general secretary 
and as the leader of  the legis-
lature party. “Their desire to 
attain positions of  power is 
making them (the Shanmu-
gam faction) speak in such a 
manner,” he charged. Manian 

said 26 MLAs accompanied 
their team when they met the 
pro-tem speaker.

Agri S S Krishnamurthy, 
whip of  the EPS group, said a 
whip has been issued to all 47 
MLAs to vote against the TVK 
government on Wednesday 
during the trust vote. 
“If  they violate this, le-
gal action will be tak-
en,” he added. After 
the Secretariat epi-
sode, both AIADMK 
factions visited the me-
morial of  late Chief  Minis-
ter J Jayalalithaa and offered 
prayers.

Meanwhile, NDA ally AM-
MK’s lone MLA, S Kamaraj, 
while felicitating the newly-
elected Speaker J C D Prab-
hakar, announced his support 

for the TVK government. Fol-
lowing this, the party’s gener-
al secretary, T T V Dhinaka-
ran, expelled Kamaraj from 
the party. 

As he is AMMK’s lone MLA, 
Kamaraj’s support to TVK 

won’t invoke the anti-defec-
tion law.

Asked about the two 
AIADMK groups nam-
ing separate floor lead-
ers and whips, former 
speaker M Appavu of  

the DMK said the final 
call on recognising the AI-

ADMK legislature party and 
office-bearers rests with the 
speaker, whose decision can 
only be challenged in court.

Appavu said disqualifica-
tion would not arise if  the ri-
val faction had the support of  

two-thirds of  the AIADMK 
MLAs, allowing them to func-
tion separately or even merge 
with another party. In the ab-
sence of  such a majority, the 
speaker would have to decide 
the issue, he said, noting that 
EPS had issued Form-B and 
the party symbol to all the 
candidates.

Another former speaker, P 
Dhanapal, who belongs to AI-
ADMK but is not in active poli-
tics, said action could be taken 
ag ainst  MLAs who vote 
against the party line or lead-
ership only after the legisla-
ture party leader and chief  
whip are elected, adding that, 
with both AIADMK factions 
staking a claim, the final deci-
sion rests with the speaker un-
der prescribed guidelines.

Trekking in Velliangiri hills 
banned from tomorrow
Coimbatore: Officials of the 
Coimbatore forest division have 
announced that devotees will be 
permitted to climb Velliangiri Hills 
only until Wednesday evening. 
Typically, pilgrims are allowed to 
undertake the trek from February 
1 until the end of May. A forest 
official said that the restriction 
was imposed considering the 
safety of devotees in view of the 
ongoing rainfall in the area, as the 
terrain tends to get slippery. ENS

DMK-AIADMK 
tie-up simply 
rumours, says 
R S Bharathi
CHENNAI: Responding to the al-
legations by AIADMK leader C 
Ve Shanmugam that there were 
talks of  a possible political ar-
rangement between the two Dra-
vidian parties, DMK organising 
secretary RS Bharathi dismissed 
t h e m  a s  r u m o u r s  a n d 
speculation. 

Bharathi said that former 
DMK president MK Stalin had 
clarified on the day of  the result 
that DMK would function as an 
“exemplary opposition party”

“The very next day, he also 
went to his constituency Kolathur 
and thanked the people. He im-
mediately convened DMK MLAs 
meeting at the party office and 
elected the party’s legislative 
leader, deputy leader and the 
whip,” he said, adding DMK in 
its journey of  over 70 years has 
created records both in terms of  
victories and defeats. “DMK alli-
ance had won in 221 of  the 234 
seats and created history, which 
no party could touch until now. 
Similarly, we just won only one 
seat in 1991. We neither danced in 
frenzy at the sight of  victory, nor 
lost heart in the face of  defeat. 
DMK works continuously for the 
people irrespective of  the elec-
toral outcome,” he said. He al-
leged that the former AIADMK 
minister is making such allega-
tions as a ruse to seek power. “C 
Ve Shanmugam is known for 
powermongering,” he said, and 
questioned whether Vijay was 
looking to break a section of  AI-
ADMK for his own benefit. “Is he 
now breaking up one of  the two 
parties and adding them to his 
cabinet?” he asked.  ENS

E X P R E S S  R E A D

GST and Central Excise Principal Commissioner (Coimbatore) Dinesh P Pangarkar 
on Tuesday inaugurated two GST Suvidha Kendras at Ramanathapuram and Race 
Course areas. Seva centres can be contacted over phone on 0422-2544525 |  EXPRESS

TVK banners obstruct public spaces in 
Coimbatore, irk residents, motorists 
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Coimbatore

MOTORISTS and residents 
across the district have voiced 
concerns over the increasing 
number of  illegal banners and 
hoardings put up by the mem-
bers of  Tamilaga Vettri Ka-
zhagam (TVK), alleging that 
the display boards are obstruct-
ing public spaces and posing 
safety risks to road users.

One such display board has 
been installed in front of  the 
rest lounge for gig workers on 
Sanganoor Road. The banner, 
which features TVK’s top func-
tionaries and Coimbatore 
North MLA Sambath Kumar 
thanking voters for the latter’s 
victory, has blocked the en-
trance to the facility, which has 
a portrait of  former chief  min-
ister M K Stalin, making access 
difficult for delivery personnel 
and gig workers.

Residents and commuters al-
leged that similar banners have 
sprung up across several parts 
of  the city, including near bus 
stops and along busy roads. 
Many have pointed out that 
such display boards not only af-
fect traffic flow but are also po-
tential hazards for road users, 

especially during peak hours.
The issue has sparked criti-

cism among a few sections of  
the public, especially as the 
party had projected itself  as a 
political alternative promising 
change and better governance. 
Several residents have ques-
tioned why such practices con-
tinue despite repeated com-
plaints and public opposition 
against illegal banners.

Party sources, on the other 

hand, said that the party’s gen-
eral secretary had issued in-
structions to remove banners 
obstructing public movement. 
However, residents alleged that 
no visible action has been tak-
en so far. Meanwhile, social ac-
tivists and several road users 
have urged the civic authori-
ties concerned to take immedi-
ate action against those respon-
sible for installing unauthorised 
banners and hoardings.

A TVK banner installed in front of a resting lounge for gig workers established at 
the Sanganoor Junction in Coimbatore |  S SENBAGAPANDIYAN

‘Display boards obstruct traffic, threat to motorists’
Residents and commuters alleged that similar banners and hoardings
have sprung up across several parts of the city, including near bus stops 
and along busy roads. Many have pointed out that such display boards 
not only affect traffic flow but are also potential hazards for road 
users, especially during peak hours

Nine persons were arrested in connection with 
the assault on cattle transporters and police 
personnel under the Saroornagar police 
station limits in Hyderabad on Monday

NINE 
HELD

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Hyderabad

THE Pet Basheerabad police on 
Tuesday summoned Bandi Sai 
Bhageerath (23), son of  Union 
Minister of  State for Home Af-
fairs Bandi Sanjay Kumar, in 
connection with a case regis-
tered under the Bharatiya 
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) and the 
Protection of  Children from 
Sexual Offences Act, 2012 (POC-
SO Act), and directed him to ap-
pear before investigators on 
Wednesday. Hours earlier, 
Bhageerath moved the Telan-
gana High Court seeking antici-
patory bail in connection with 
the case.

The notice, served to his ma-

ternal uncle Ch Vamshi Krish-
na, instructed him to produce 
Bhageerath before the Pet Bash-
eerabad inspector by 2 pm on 
Wednesday for examination and 
investigation. “Please note that 
failure to comply with this no-
tice may result in legal action 
being initiated against you in 
accordance with law,” the notice 
stated.

According to the petition, the 
FIR dated May 8, 2026 was ini-
tially registered at the Pet Bash-
eerabad Police Station under 
Sections 74 (criminal force to 
woman with intent to outrage 
modesty) and 75 (sexual harass-
ment) of  the BNS, along with 
Section 11 read with Section 12 
of  the POCSO Act dealing with 

sexual harassment and non-
penetrative acts involving sexu-
al intent.

Police later altered the charg-
es based on the victim’s state-
ment and invoked Section 5(1) 
read with Section 6 of  the POC-
SO Act relating to aggravated 
penetrative sexual assault. Sec-
tion 6 of  the Act prescribes pun-
ishment ranging from a mini-
mum of  20 years’ imprisonment 
to life imprisonment or death.

According to the complaint 
lodged by the mother of  a 
17-year-old girl, Bhageerath al-
legedly subjected the minor to 
“a sustained pattern of  groom-
ing, emotional manipulation 
and sexual exploitation” begin-
ning in June 2025.

Pocso case: Police summon min’s son

Minister of State for Home Affairs Bandi 
Sanjay Kumar along with his son Bandi 
Bhageerath Sai  |  FILE PICTURE

During the previous AIADMK regime 
(2011-2021), the state government 

closed 500 Tasmac shops in June 2016, 
followed by another 500 outlets in 

February 2017. Subsequently, the DMK 
government (2021-2026) shut 500 

retail liquor outlets on June 22, 2023
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OTHER DISTRICTS - 333

OUTLETS TO BE SHUT 
FOLLOWING THIS G.O.

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA, 
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER, 

RURAL WORKS CIRCLE, SUNABEDA 
email- serwsbd2003@yahoo.com 

Letter No. 2102 Date: 08.05.2026
NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING THROUGH GePNIC e_Procurement Notice

1 Name of the work : Construction of Road Works - 10 Nos.
2 Class of contractor :  “B” Class, “A” Class & Special of (Odisha PWD) or relevant class of other 

licensing authority.
3  Estimated Cost : Various from Rs.295.64 Lakhs to Rs.699.64 Lakhs (Approximately) .
4  Details of projects : As per Annexure attached. 

Procurement Officer Bid Identifica-
tion No. 

Availability of Tender 
online for bidding Last Date & Time 

of seeking tender 
clarification

Date & Time of opening  
of tender

From To Technical Bid Financial 
Bids 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Chief Construction

Engineer, Rural Works
Circle, Sunabeda

CCERWCSBD -
Online - 

05/2026-27

15.05.2026
at

11.00 A.M.

08.06.2026
up to

5.00 P.M.

06.06.2026
up to

2.00 P.M.

09.06.2026
at

11.00 A.M.

To be 
intimated 
separately

5. The details of works can be seen from the web site https://www.tendersodisha.gov.in 
6. Any Corrigendum/Addendum will be displayed in the above e-tender web site. 

Sd/- Chief Construction Engineer, 
OIPR- 25001/25182/1/26-27/0007  Rural Works Circle, Sunabeda

25001/119/2627

              e-Tender is invited from the eligible tenderers for the following work as per the procedure of CMWSSB under single cover 
system conforming to the Tamil Nadu Transparency in Tenders Act, 1998 and Rules 2000.
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NOTICE INVITING TENDER THROUGH e-TENDER

DIPR/1857/TENDER/2026 PURCHASE MANAGER

Sl. 
No.

Name of work and Tender No.
EMD amount  

in Rs
Availability of  

Tender Schedule
e-Bid Submission  

closing Date
e-Bid Opening Date

1

Supply and delivery of various sizes of Class 
K7 & K9 Ductile Iron pipes conforming to 
IS 8329/2000 to its latest revision including 
rubber gasket (EPDM) conforming to  
IS 5382/1985 to its latest revision for O&M 
works on ARC basis for the year 2026-2027. 
Tender No: MAT/OT/001/2026-27

Rs. 
1,17,000/-      

From 
14.05.2026 to                        

02.06.2026 upto  
3.00 P.M.

02.06.2026 
upto  

3.00  P.M.

03.06.2026 
at 

3.30 P.M

2
EMD by online transfer only through NIC Portal. The tenderer shall submit scanned copy of online transaction statement 
towards EMD as part of Tender document.

3
Availability of tender documents and e-bid submission is permitted through tender portal / website: www.tntenders.gov.in 
For all other details refer tender schedule in the website from 14.05.2026.


