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BU to appoint 60 guest 
lecturers by end of June
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Coimbatore

BHARATHIAR University 
has initiated the process to 
fill 60 vacant posts through 
Guest Lecturers (GL) in its 
departments by the end of  
this month to ensure unin-
terrupted academic activi-
ties in the 2026-27 academic 
year.

University Registrar R 
Rajavel told TNIE that class-
es for postgraduate students 

will commence on July 1. 
“We have initiated the re-
cruitment process to fill 60 
vacant guest lecturer posts 
in 39 departments for the 
current academic year. The 
process began on Monday, 
with a monthly salary of  
`25,000. Applications will be 
invited and interviews com-
pleted by June 27. Following
approval by the Syndicate, 
the selected candidates will
join duty on July 1,” he 
said.

Safety infra to be improved on lake bund road 
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Coimbatore

THE brutal sexual assault and 
murder of  a minor girl near 
Kannampalayam Lake has trig-
gered widespread outrage in 
Sulur, with residents raising 
concerns over safety on the 
lake bund road that connects 
Pallapalayam and surrounding 
villages where the incident 
took place. 

Locals said the bund road is a 
major link for residents in Pal-
lapalayam and nearby villages, 
with heavy pedestrian and vehi-
cle movement throughout the 
day. But the stretch remains 
poorly maintained and lacks ba-
sic safety infrastructure, leav-
ing it vulnerable to crime, espe-
cially during the night.

In the wake of  the incident 
and following the concerns 
over basic safety measures, the 
Sulur MLA NM Sukumar said 
that the state government has 
sanctioned `1.70 crore special 

funds to the infrastructure de-
velopment. “The road is used 
by school children and women 
every day. There are no street-
lights and no cameras. It be-
comes deserted and unsafe at 

night,” said a resident from the 
Pallapalayam village. 

Responding to the concerns, 
Sulur MLA NM Sukumar said 
he has sought special funds 
from the state government for 
the development of  the Kan-
nampalayam Lake bund road. 
The proposal includes installa-
tion of  around 24 streetlights 
and strengthening of  the bund 
road. “The safety of  our people 
is paramount. We have request-
ed funds specifically for light-
ing and road works for around 
two kilometres on the stretch,” 
Sukumar said. 

Meanwhile, the Kannam-
palayam Town Panchayat has 
begun removing bushes on the 
lake bund road. Sources said 
that the road work will be initi-
ated after the earth works.

Owners of 
FIITJEE, pvt 
school booked

CHEATING

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Coimbatore

THE City police have registered 
a cheating case against the 
Chairman of  Suguna PIP 
School V Lakshmi Narayana-
samy, and FIITJEE founder Di-
nesh Kumar Goyal following 
complaints by parents who al-
leged that they had been duped 
of  refundable caution deposits 
from parents. 

According to the complaint 
filed by DG Vikram from 
Vattamalaipalayam, he en-
rolled his son in the integrated 
NEET/JEE coaching pro-
gramme jointly offered by Su-
guna PIP School and FIITJEE 
in 2023. He paid a `1 lakh re-
fundable caution deposit, with 
the school and coaching insti-
tute on promise of  the money 
being returned within 60 days 
of  course completion.

The course ended in Febru-
ary 2025, but despite repeated 
requests, the money was not re-
funded. School authorities al-
legedly directed parents to ap-
proach FIITJEE, while the 
latter remained unresponsive. 
The affected parents jointly ap-
proached the police in Novem-
ber, 2025. After an investiga-
t i o n ,  Pe e l a m e d u  p o l i c e 
registered a case under Section 
420 (cheating) of  the IPC against 
the two individuals. Parents 
said that as many as 262 par-
ents had each paid `1 lakh as 
caution deposit, and none have 
received refunds so far.

College student robbed, held 
hostage by five-member gang
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Coimbatore

KUNIYAMUTHUR police are on 
the lookout for a five-member gang 
that allegedly assaulted, robbed 
gold, and demanded `2 lakh 
ransom by wrongfully con-
fining a 19-year-old college 
student at a rented house 
in Kuniyamuthur.

According to police, the 
victim — R Kesavan, a native 
of  Virudhunagar district — is 
a third-year B Com student at a pri-
vate college in Kuniyamuthur and 
has been staying at a rented house. 
On Sunday evening, Kesavan vis-
ited the house after his roommate 

called him, but the five suspects, 
including Salaga alias Aakash and 
Pandi, were already present.

The police said that Pandi alleg-
edly hit Kesavan with a metal 

rod on his shoulder and a 
knife on his back. The gang 
then snatched the victim’s 
two-sovereign gold chain 
and confined him in the 

room. They allegedly de-
manded the victim, and later 

his relatives, a ransom of  `2 
lakh. When the police reached the 
location on Monday, the gang 
jumped off  the first floor, and es-
caped. They also stole a motorcycle 
by threatening its rider.

Vijay’s crop loan 
bonanza: Complete 
waiver up to ̀ 75K
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Chennai 

CHIEF Minister C Joseph Vijay 
on Tuesday announced a re-
vised crop loan waiver scheme 
under which all marginal, 
small, and large farmers who 
availed crop loans up to `75,000 
from cooperative banks would 
receive a full waiver. Those who 
borrowed more than `75,000 
would be eligible for a waiver of  
`35,000. The scheme will benefit 
14.43 lakh farmers who obtained 
crop loans from cooperative 
banks between May 1, 2025, 
and February 28, 2026.

On May 25, the govern-
ment had announced a 
waiver of  loans up to 
`50,000 for marginal 
farmers and a 50% waiver 
on loans up to `50,000 for 
small farmers. Large farmers 
with crop loans of  up to ̀ 1 lakh 
were eligible for a waiver of  
`5,000. However, a section of  
farmers staged protests de-
manding a complete waiver of  
crop loans for those holding up 
to five acres and a 50% waiver 
for farmers owning more than 
five acres, in line with the 
promise made in the TVK elec-
tion manifesto.

Following this, the CM 
chaired a review meeting on 
Monday and asked ministers 
and senior officials to restruc-
ture the scheme. Under the re-

vised scheme, the financial 
burden on the state exchequer 
will rise from `2,044 crore to 
`5,932 crore. The number of  
beneficiaries has increased to 
14.43 lakh from about 14.22 
lakh.

According to an official state-
ment, the waiver will enable 
farmers to access fresh crop 
loans for the upcoming cultiva-
tion season. Crop loans amount-
ing to ̀ 3,058.06 crore availed by 
6,22,313 farmers with borrow-
ings of  up to `75,000 will be 
waived in full. The beneficiar-

ies include 5.22 lakh mar-
ginal farmers, 94,427 

small farmers, and 
4,753 large farmers.

A d d i t i o n a l l y, 
around 8.21 lakh 

farmers with loans 
exceeding `75,000 will 

receive a waiver of  ̀ 35,000 
each, covering loans worth 
`2,874 crore. These beneficiar-
ies include about 3.10 lakh mar-
ginal farmers, 4.21 lakh small 
farmers, and 88,795 large farm-
ers. In total, crop loans amount-
ing to `5,932.23 crore taken by 
14,43,504 farmers will be waived 
under the scheme, the state-
ment said. It also noted that, in 
accordance with Reserve Bank 
of  India guidelines, the dues 
payable to cooperative banks 
under the waiver scheme would 
be settled by the state govern-
ment within 45 to 60 days.

C O N T I N U E D  F R O M P A G E  1 

ANSWERING another question, Fi-
nance Minister N Marie Wilson 
said, “We chose the post-pan-
demic period since all states 
are in the same position. 
The losses in PSUs can be 
described as man-made 
disaster.” 

Replying to a question 
about the ‘leakages in the rev-
enue resources’, the minister 
said, “Last year, everyone knows 
what has happened. For example, in 
Anna Nagar, the market value of  
land is ̀ 25,000 per square foot, it was 

influenced to undervalue the mar-
ket value using guideline value. 
Hence, leakages happened. So, eve-
rything depends on clean adminis-

tration.”  When pointed out that 
the TVK government has not 

spoken about fulfilling their 
election promises given to 
the people except for reiter-
ating that they would pro-
vide clean government, the 

minister said, “We are very 
clear in our approach.  Definitely 

whatever promised to the people 
will be fulfilled with a timeline.”

 (Read full story on newindianex-
press.com)

PSU losses can be described as 
man-made disaster: MinisterC O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1

EARLIER, Maragatham Ku-
maravel (Madurantakam), S 
Jayakumar (Perundurai) and 
P Sathyabama (Dharapuram) 
and Esakki Subbaiyah (Amba-
samuthiram) resigned their 
posts and later joined the TVK. 
Vijayabaskar’s resignation 
comes amid continuing unrest 
within the AIADMK. Over the 
past two days, he had openly 
criticised the party leadership, 
raising questions about the di-
rection of  the party. 

Hours before submitting his 
resignation, Vijayabaskar 
posted a message on ‘X’, taking 

an indirect swipe at AIADMK 
general secretary Edappadi K 
Palaniswami. Without naming 
EPS, Vijayabaskar said the 
leadership should be based on 
care, dedication and trust, and 
n o t  o n  a u t h o r i t y  o r 
arrogance. 

He also said a leadership 
that fails to earn the trust and 
affection of  party workers can-
not win the support of  the 
people. 

Following his resignation, 
the former minister shared an 
emotional statement on ‘X’, 
and recalled dedicating more 
than 35 years of  his life to the 
party founded by former CM 

MG Ramachandran and draw-
ing inspiration from former 
chief  minister J Jayalalithaa, 
since his student days. He de-
scribed the AIADMK as not 
just a political party, but a part 
of  his identity and life.

However, he said the party 
he loved deeply is now facing 
difficulties because of  the 
“wrong decisions of  an indi-
vidual”. He said continuing 
his journey under such cir-
cumstances would not be right. 
“With a heavy heart and deep 
pain, I am leaving this great 
movement. I am not leaving 
just a political party, but a 
chapter of  my life,” he added. 

‘AIADMK a part of my identity & life’ 

Coimbatore City police arrested two persons  
for smuggling of ganja. The suspects were 
identified as B Ranjith Dass (31) and K Arif 
Mandal of West Bengal

GANJA 
SMUGGLING
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